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Tir E Wricer, of the following Sheets, 
was impaled, on peruſal of the Papers de- 
livered to the Eaſt India Proprietors, to 

offer his ſentiments on the ſabje&: he is 
1 very ſenſible, how much he muſt owe to 
che indulgence of the. Publick, if they are 
fav ourably received, the ſhortneſs of the 
time not permitting a' due arrangement of 
che materials in their beſt order ; a full dif- 
cuſſion of the argum ents ; 3 nor even correc- 
tion of the language, in which Lg! hens 
were firſt expreſſed. 3 | 
The Writer is not ſtimulated by: any re- 
ſentments; he has not individuall ly, or rela- | 
tively, (but as a Subject of the Realm, and 
a Friend to the Eaſt India Company) any 
intereſt in the Conteſt; he lives in habits of 
Friendſhip with Some on all fides of this 
Queſtion: He has ſeen too much of the 
World, ever to expect, even that men Who N 
mean well, ſhall think alike; and having 
always maintained the right of judging for 
e he * learnt to allow that felf-judg- 
3 2 NS. 4 2 0 
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ment to dthers, without imputing profligacy 
of intention, or weakneſs of underſtanding, 

The Writer is not accuſtomed to ſpeak, 
with reſervation of his opinions : He' e therefore 


fairly avows, that ſeveral circumſtances have 


raiſed his apprehenſions, that it is in Some 


Men's Contemplation to aboliſh che Politi- 


e cal Exiſtence of. the Eaſt-India Company 
« in 1794, when the preſent term of Their 


« excluſive Charter expires.” | 7 > 


F 


The Eaſt-India Company, under. he check 
of The Crown and Parliament whenever 


They abuſe their truſt, and the execution of 


eſſential Juſtice, on their Servants who may 


be found guilty, is the only Eſtabliſhment, - * 


under which India- will not be the certain 
and 19 5 Ruix of Tais Corr. 
The conſequence of ungqualiſied India Pa- 


1 tronage to Taz Coxsrrruriox, in whatever 
bands that ungualiſied Patronage ſhould be 
placed, would be Too FATAL! not to give 
an alarm! at the moſt diſtant Movements of 


Taxis MIxIsTER or DESTRVCTION : | 
26th February 1788. 
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OT F wa 1768. 
Te HE matter lately under iſcuſſion at the 


Fo A 10e which comes before the Pro- 


prietors of Eaſt-India- Stock, on Wedneſday 
next, for their final determination by 9 


18 s of the moſt ſerious concern ! | 


85 arid Bye lender canrot without 
aſtoniſhment behold to Shak lengths This 
Diſpute has been carried] when he ſees a 
Meſſage, in the ſtile. of an Egyptian-Taſk- 
Maſter, declaring that The Board of Controul 
are determined to provide Tranſports. for car- 
ig theſe Troops to India at The Company 1 
erpence, leſt, eventually The Reference to the 
5 Court of Proprietors ſhould not be conform- 0 
able to cheir wiſh! altho' the Court ok 
Directors had humbly requeſted no 
„ meaſures might be taken, by H. M. 
% Miniſters, for tranſporting thoſe troops, 
till the ſentiments of the General Court 
could be known;” and had before in- 
formed the Board, that after dif patching 
the Bombay and China Skips, there 
. Is yeuld | remain 17 Ships, in which H. 
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Ws XI. troops might a be conveyed to India, 


in caſe the meaſure ſhould be finally 
«6 determined upon.“ 


This led me to inveſtigate the whole Pro- 


ceedings; of which I think it proper to give a 
e View. 


The Ac of Parliament if 24 9 the 3 , 
required The Eaſt India Company, to make 
every practicable retrenchment, and reduction, 
in their Eſtabliſhments in India, Civil and 


Military; ; and, after receiving the neceſſary 


information, The Court of Directors were to 


. declare, what would be adequate to the ſup- 


port of the dignity of the Kingdom, and the 
ſeeurity of che Briaſh TIE? in India. 


The r were in the mean while,. 
_ reſtrained from ſending any new Servant to 
India, Civil or Military, der as degree of 

Counſellor or Comman 


oy After The Proper Eſtabliſmment was 
| agreed open, The Tp were reſtrained 


from 


— 


6 


from appointing A greater number of perſons 1 
be Writers or Cadets, or in any other capacity, i 


than what would be ſufficient to ſupply vacan- 
| er and ana. the Eſtabliſhment compleat. 


When this Eſtabliſhment was Fas 
The Company were required to make all pro- 
motion s, Civil and military, in regular pro- 
greſſive ſucceſſion to the higher ranks, accord- 
ing to ſeniority and annually, within fourteen 
days after the Meeting of Parliament, to laß 
before both Houſes, a ſchedule of their Civil 
and Military Eſtabliſnhment. 82 5 . 
I ̃ bere is ſo much ſound policy and good 
ſenſe in theſe Regulations, that every impartial 
| Perſon muſt give them his heart-felt approval. 


In 1785, The Eaſt India Company ac- 
cordingly formed the outline of this permanent 
Eſtabliſhment: which, in general, met with 
the approbation of The Board of Controul : but 


Witnber of European Infantry in Bengal: 
| 3 98 this 


* 


The Board made confideruble reduction in thꝰ 


| E AD 
this The Court of Directors remonſtrated, 
on the 26th Auguſt; and The Board in their 
reply, dated 5th September ſay, „with re- 
e gard to the number of Europeans on the 
Bengal Eſtabliſh ment, we were inclined to 
4e think it ſufficient for the purpoſe of that 
„ Government, confidering the flattering pro- | 
4 ſpeli of peace in India, which the preſent 
“ ſtate of your affairs appears to promiſe. | 
44 And it is evident, that in every conſidera- 
tion of this ſubject, regard muſt be had noett 
only to the advantage to be derived from any 
 #* given number of Europeans, but alſo to the 
probability of your being able to ſupport 
6“ ſuch eſtabliſhment by a ſufficient annual 
a proportion of recruits from Europe ; for if 
this cannot be done, a larger nominal Eſta- 
6 bliſhment, deficient in it's fectiue frength, 
$6 may add to the expence, but cannot increaſe 
#* the ſecurity of your provinces,” However 
The board were induced to add to the Military | 
Eſtabliſhment at Bengal, two battalions of 
Farben Infantry ao) one battalion - Euro 
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— 5 55 1 
5 pean n 45 by which (T V Board . : 
« to the Court of Directors) the whole num- 

ber of Europeans i in your Bengal army will 

amount (officers included) to above 5000 
men, a force exceeding that ſtated by you to 
I be neceſſary, and fully adequate in our opinion 
to the ſecurity of thoſe valuable poſſeſſions.” 


= The foregoin g will clear! y ſhew, what was, 
on all ſides, conſidered to be a Peace Eftab- 
i lhnen Fully. e to the N of N 


The Eaſt India Company were, by the 
Act 21* of G. 3% to pay to His Majeſty, 5 
Two Lacks of Current Rupees # annum 
| for each Regiment conſiſting of 1000 men, 
; ſent to India on the requi/ition of the Company. 


11 had been uſual at the concluſion of the 
War, for all his Majeſty's Forces ſerving - 
in India to be called home; with a permiſſion 
| given them to. enliſt in The Company's Ser- 
Mice; Hopyever, at the concluſion of the late : 


= (6) 
War, th remained in Ind Several rpg 


"His Majeſty 8 e Vis. 
19th 3 Light Dragoons 
th | : 
72 
3 71ſt 8 of Foot 
72d : 
73d 
| beſides 


2 + of Hanovenans 
The Number wanting to compleat The an 
of theſe Regiments by the laſt Return dated rf February 
ff. VVV 
Recruits ſent out 1786 and 1787 not then arrived 1280 


© Deficient . 5 5 
Suppoling none died, and no Caſualties in India | 


But, by computation, it appears the Caſualties ] . 
bf a year amount to cy . 74 0 } 00” 


So that the number required to be ſent now to 40 
cCompleat the Complements would be 1 4 
And at their arrival, pig * * 5 
annual Caſualties abt } 300 

TE Total deficiency to e 5 u 
8 . in 29955 4 664 


The e of Privates, in The Eaft- 
-  India-Company's Military Eſtabliſhment, by 
8 the laſt returns from India, of e f 


1 
Infant; Artillery Total 
Efcab. returns Def. Eſtab. rets. Def. Eftab. rets. Def. 
Bengal 3264 1917 1347 840 707 133 4104 2624 1480 
Madraſs 2176 1175 1001 $60 525 35 2736 1700 1036 


a Bombay 1088 648 449 280 251 2 1368 bo. 459 


- FT — 5 


6576 3740 2788 1680 1483 17 8208 4223 2985 


Deficiency by the , = 6 2985 
| Recruits (eat out laſt ss © + © x98 
Daz ſuppoGog my died, dom no aas 1054 
But, by the beſt calculation that can be e che RE: 
caſualties in a year amount to . j ates! 
© Deficiency now exiſting . 3 2 [08 214 
And, by the time of their arrival, more about 350 


Total Deficiency to compleat = Company's 1 
Peace Fnpnt PE * of 


The N umber of Nerds; vow for 
The Company to ſend out this year, to 


compleat their Peace Eſtabliſhment, being 
2500; The Court of Directors, on the 


31ſt Auguſt : 1787, applied to. His Majeſty 


for Permiſſion to recruit (not exceeding | 


2 ys 1 e to the act of the 21ſt. 


The Royal aflent. was- not 983 
* the ene, of State, till the zoth 
| October, 


Fl 


[ons 

October, à very reprehenſible delay, from 
neglect, for I will not ſuppoſe any intention, 
by Public diſtreſs, to cotnpel The Eaſt 


India Company to accept of the Four 
Regiments afterwards offered. 


The Situation * Public affairs, ſoon 
after the Company's application for per- 
miſſion to recruit, making the event of a 
war with France more than probable; On 
the 17th October 1787 The Chairman 
acquainted the Court of Directors with the 
Heads of a Converſation held by Mr. Dundas, 
with himſelf and Deputy Chairman. The 

Heads of this Converſation were eommunicated 
by Mr. Dundas in writing, encloſed in a 
letter to The Chairman dated 13th October, 
to prevent maccuracy in the communication; 
and Mr. Dundas mentions that the Copy 
had been conveyed to His Majeſty, who 
approved it: It is fortunate this paper was 
a written communication, becauſe otherwile, | 
bad it reſted _— on the words of a 
. 0 | converſation | 


© 


* 


the 17th; 


TOE 


| Eotiverſation, very different repreſentations; 


of the purport of that converſation, might _ 
have been afterwards made by the different 


WIG: concerned in the ane. 


It. ks... by Me: - Dundas! 8 Hon of 


1 zh October, that this Converſation had 
| occurred a few days before; altho' it does 


not appear The Court of Directors re- 


ceived any intimation concerning 5 *rilf 


The Paper follows 
„It is His Majeſty's intention immie- 


fo dately | to raiſe four Regiments for 
& ſervice in India, each Regiment to 


1 


1 conſiſt of ten companies with the follow- 
& in g Eſtabliſhments, 1 Colonel. x Lieut. 


4 Colonel. 1 Major. 7 Captains. 1 Capt. 
Lieutenant. 22 Lieutenants. 8 Enſigns. 
23 Adj utant. 1 Quarter-Maſter. 1 Surgeon. 


5 I Surgeon' Aare 1 Chaplain 3 Serjeants. 
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( 1s 155 . 
40 Corporals. 26 Drummers. 2 Fi fers 
% 710 Privates. 

. In forming theſe W it is his 
or Majeſty s with to extend the benefit of 
this meafure to the meritorious Officers 

1 che Eaſt India Company's Service as 
ec well as His own, and therefore He is in- 

„ clined to take the recommendation of 

60 the Eaſt India Company to the follow. 

ing Commiſſions in the ſaid e 


— 


41 Lieut- Colonel. 3 Majors £4< 8 
ny 44 Lieutenants 16  Enfigns. 


40 The number of privates to be raiſed 


* for theſe four Regiments will amount 
to 2840 men, which His Ma 2 undertakes 


: e 848 nal nee 354 


cer and Pr Private 2 892 0 8 s 3:80 


7. Is 5 


« ; to raiſe, on condition of The company 
Eu bearing a proportionable ſhare of the 
« expence, which at five guineas h man, 


« for one half of the levies, will amount to : 


* about £7000, to be paid when the men 
are e 5 


* 


+, The Officers" to be recommended 


« by The Company muſt be bens n 


« rank in Bo fexyice.” 


/ Here let us pauſe a little! It cannot 
but. appear that. His Majeſty's Miniſters 
have indiſcreetly brought themſelves into an 


Embaraſſment.— Are ' theſe Regiments actual 


State Regiments provided for by Parliament ? 
or are they not? if They are not! It is a mea» 
ſure fraught with the moſt alarming apprehen- 


ſions! For, according to that Doctrine! His 


Majeſty may raiſe what number of Forces 


He pleaſes, without the conſent or cogni- - 


| ance of Parliament: Provided his owg 
Finances, or Reſources, can pay Them. 


* = - 


„ 
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. 
If They are, They cannot be Cons 
: tinued as a permanent Eſtabliſhment in 
Peace, without a repeal of that Act, by 
' which That permanent Eſtabliſhment was 
virtually fixed. 


I confeſs The continuance of any Kings 
Troops, in India, during Peace, appears to 
me, a dangerous! if not an unconſtitutional 
- meaſure! for altho' we may have nothing 
to apprehend from His preſent -Majeſty,— 
to what an alarming ſituation may this 
Country be reduced? if The Sovereign 
may employ its Force, in foreign conqueſt, 
without the concurrence of Parliament— 
particularly if The Sovereign Power 
ſhall be the only deliberative, or efficient, 

Peer in en n een | 


It is from His Gas Majeſty's Prudence 
2 and Philanthropy we . truſt for my 


SL 


8 

Eftabliſhmene of our future ſecurity, by 
His moderation in reſtraining His own 
power for the benefit of poſterity — leſt 
Ambition ſhould ever incite any Prince, 
hereafter, to ſacrifice the happineſs of a 
People to. the ſplendor of his own Glory! : 
and what Throne is there, that has 10 
Been 4 _ ſuch Princes ? 


5 Nane of Dominion is an irre. 


: 1 „ Hſtible deſire; The conſiderate "RING 2 


„man muſt perceive India to be ſuch a 
Ftp! that, if once opened to the 
“ Imperial Force of this Country, our 
+ Powers, however great, would be ſwal- : 
_ © lowed up, and vaniſh, like the yaſt Rivers 
*in the Sandy Deſerts. of Aſrica. But 
** whulft left /olely to the Company, the 
' $*-Goyernment can calmly look 'on—and 
$6 Kaye Nut far ſbalt thou go, and no © ane 55 


FP When The Heads of Mr. Dundas s Con- 
| yerſation were communicated to The Court 


M by i 
* - 
of 
4 


84 
of Directors, It was without any previous in- 
timation, to The Members of the Court, 
: of the Subje& of deliberation, as is 
uſually done, when any Matter of importance 
is to be diſcuſſed: When it was intro- 
duced, It was urged, that this was a Matter 
of that nature and importance, as required a 
full examination and conſideration; wherefore, 
an adjournment was propoſed: but the Chair- 
man, without allowing the ſame number of 
days, for the Court's deliberation, as He himſelf 
had taken to introduce It, even refuſed twenty- 
four hours for conſideration, and Precipitately 
infiſted on an immediate determination, with- 
out any Documents, of Expence or Conſe- 
quences, being pom | 85 5 


1 5 the Balot it was 15 10 to 9 ec Reſolved 
wu t that the Right Honourable Henry Dundas 
i} : ** be deſired to expreſs the grateful. ſentiments 
oc che Court of Directors for His Majeſty's 
= * gracious attention to the ſaſety of The 

Company's poſſeſſions in India; and that 

5 5 $6 they 


( 4 3 
_ & they * to receive the ſuccours offered, 
e in the manner propoſed in the ſaid Memo- 


7 randum.” 


By what forced eite of Words os 
Grammar, conſent to receive can be made ſyno- 
nimous to a requifition, will requi re an Adept 
in the myſtery of Philology to HE out. | 


When this offer of His Mat, was made, 
. The Situation of Public Affairs made it highly 
expedient, for The Company to accept, almoſt, 
any Means of encreaſin g their Military Force 
ih India; altho no reſolution, of ſuch Import- 
ance, ſhould be taken precipitately, and with- 


out due deliberation, His Majeſty” s gracious 


attention, to the ſafety of The Company's 
1 poſſeſſions in India, certainly had a Gain to 
; their moſt en Sentiments. 


= After His Maeſtys Offer was accepted, 

| difficulties aroſe in carrying into effect, that 
part of it, by which The Company were 
JFF. => 4 


| « I 16 4 2% 
60 1 . own a officers to be coth- 
miſſioned 1 in His Majeſty's Service. 


To 3 theſe a e It may 
be neceflary to ſay a few words, on the different 
mature of the Military Promotion and Pro- 
viſion, in the King's and Company's Ser- 
vice. . hs 
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, 40 di King's, It is well known . thre is 
| | EI regular gradation before an officer be- 
comes a C olonel, but that inferiour Promotion 
may be obtained; by favour in new Corp 55 

affd by; Pe in the Old. 5 


On the ES in The Seh 8 Ser. 
vice, Men have always riſen by ſeniority, not 
in Regimental, but in the Army Liſt; The 
_ few abuſes, of irregular promotions, 18 now 
Entirely prevented, by the Parliamentary Re- 

_ gulations ſecuring the ſucceſſion by ſeniority, 
in the Company 8 Seryice-; Where no pro- q 
mot. ions were ever made by purchaſe, and 
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The 


. 
Gade that grievance, exiſling g to full 


extent in the King” 8, has no place in The 


Company”: 8. Beſides, i in The Company's Ser- 
vice, There is a Military Fund, eſtabliſhed for 
the benefit of Officers, their widows, and com- 
mon ſoldiers, So that Men difabled by long 
ſervice, or diiſaſter, have a certain proviſion, 
not only for themſelves, but for what i is more 
dear to them! 4 Proviſion for their Families, ; 
which is a very important Superiority o over the | 
Fe Service. | oy | dt 


+ 


br 
* 
2 


It enki be TY -that it was probable, 
uae moſt” meritorious” of The Company's 
Officers, who mighr have no all-prevailing 
* Friends | in” En gland, not affluent Fortunes to 
2 promotion, mi icht not chuſe, to forego 
their certain proſpeRts i in the Company's Ser- 
vice, by Span” 2 | Commiliion | in 9 5 

The t of Diratiors on the 19th Od. | 

7787, . & That all nn who ſhall 

-D e accept 


0 28 J | 
[ = 


accept of Cormiſſions in His Majeſty's Ser- 
vice, ſhall from that time be eſteemed to have 
e The N 8 Service.” 


1 5 e 8 
| meant to diſcourage their Officers from enter- 
ing! into The King's Service, but by The deed 4 
of Agreement, between the Eaſt India Com. 
pany and Lord Clive, (who. had contributed 
to che Eſtabliſhment of this Military Fund) 
it was confined ſolely, for the benefit of 
the Officers, &c. in the ſervice of the Eaft 
India Company. This reſolution was, there- 
fore, only meant, to prevent any doubts: The 
extenſion to thoſe Officers, not immediately i in 
the Company's Service, being beyond the 
power of The Court of Directors, without re- 
5 courſe to the new- confi gun of Language, by 

| which, as conſenting to accept is ſynonimous to 

require: Words being but wd ay be POS 

to mean any thin 8. 


1 


1 
{ 
d 


. 


„ ? 
It ſoon occurred: to The Court of Director, 
that very great difficulties muſt attend their 


nominating Officers to theſe Regiments: 
If the Senior Officers did not leave their Ser- 


vice, in which they had been brought Wm, 


Their Juniors immediately, by accepting 


King's Commiſſion, ſtepped over them. 1555 | 


King's Officers of an equal "denomination 


| having a Superiour Rank to The Company” 8. 
Altho' this may be the legal Rule, whatever is 
In itſelf unjuft, cannot be made otherwiſe by 


any Law Human or Divine! That, of too 
Brothers acting in the ſame Public Duty for 


| their Country's cauſe, one, receivin ga bene- 


dition by the King? 8 Signature to his Com- | 
miſſion, like the miraculous touch for the : 
Evil, ſhall at once ſuperſede the unſancti- 


fed Brother; this is too prepoſterous, in theſe 
| enlightened days, when the a reſpect to Kings * 
is the reſpect of reaſon to the Fir. Ohiecr 


of The State, and not the adulation of Huy | 
to OW hs 


4” on 


EN. 
On the ft Nov. 1787, It was referred to a 
Board, of the Company's Field Officers, to 
conſider and report the beſt mode, of carrying 
into effect His Majeſty's gracious permiſſion, 
of appointing Half the Officers, under Lieu- 
tenant Colonels, in the four new Regiments 


going to India. On the 7th, the Report o ß 


the Board of Field Officers was received, and 
and It was, on Motion from the Chair, pro- 
poſed to take it into conſideration, that day 
three zveeks : Which was on motion amended | 
to N next the 13th Inſtant. | 


on the 13th Nov. 1787, When Coun 
met, a letter from Brigadier General Richard 
Smith was read, of that days. date, recom- | 
mending to the Court, to endeavour to obtain 


relief, for The Company's Military Officers, 85 


who will be ſubjected to the mortification of 
ranking under their Juniors in ſervice : The 
Court had alſo before them other repreſen- _ 
tations e ro which thy Ops 9 
| PF... 


. 


pany's Officers thought chemſelyes ae on 
this ct. | 5 


The Scams converted into a Committee 

of the whole Court, when a Petition was pro- 
poſed to His Majeſty, ſtating the hardſhip to 
which The Company 8 en were 1 
on this * The 


The Condliciation was ty poſt- 
poned to the 20th of November, in the mean 
while the Chairman and Deputy Chairman 
were deſired to wait on the Board of Con- 
troul to requeſt theit ſerious conſideration of 
the ſituation of the Company's army in India, 
| in reſpeft of The Company's Officers being 
| commanded by Juniors bearing His Majeſty's 
Commiſſion ; the diffatisfaQtion which has al- 
ready ariſen in India on that Account ; the 
probable increaſe of ſuch diſſatisfaction: The 
decided opinion of the Committee, that it is 
highly expedient to remove the cauſes thereof, 


y giving the Company's Officers rank with 
EY 5 1 


. 
the 3 pi while hy wei in 2 W N 
miſſions; that the Committee fear the re 


miſchievous conſequences, ariſing from the 


preſent diſtinction, between the King's and 
Company's Officers, and therefore moſt car- 


: nelly entreat the Right Honourable Board to 


point out the mode of application, they think 

moſt proper for the defired purpoſe, and that they 
will be pleaſed to — * 

port, 8925 ſuch 1 coraants 


The Petition which had been el 
as a mode of application to the Crown 
EA was communicated to the Board, but they 
were appriſed, that the conſidertaion of it 
was poſtponed, in hopes of being favoured 6 
with the Board's lentienents.”" 2 


I On the 20th The Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman reported to the Court of Di- 
rectors, that they had attended the India 
Board * with che Ne of 
| 25 that 


( 23 ) „ 
that day, when Mr. Dundas [the only 
Member preſent] informed them, he was 
as defirous as the Directors could be, to 
ſee the Company's, Officers happy and 
ſatisfied with their ranks; that the 


— 


Board had given the ſtrongeſt proofs of 
| theſe ſentiments, in the General letter to 
Bengal of 21ſt July, 1786 and that he 
referred it to the conſideration of the 
Court, whether it would not be proper 
to wait the anſwer to that letter expected | 
by the firſt ſhip * ] before they take _y . 
| further ſteps therein. 


5 in pk I on this footing were 
then offered by The Chairman, but negatived 
by the Court; who on a Balot . Reſol- 
ved That the Chairman and Deputy- 


Chairman be deſired to wait upon the 
Right Honourable the Commiſſioners for 


1 * —_ * 
—— — . =— 


— 


| „u 1 the Veſlll chat cartied this letter was at 
the Cape in November - An er de therefor be 


expected . 8 75 


difficulties t 


TY 


* 


de affairs ef India, % ac eh in Ur 


he Court find themſelves under, i 
in filling up the Cormmiſſions' in the four 


new Regiments intended to be ſent to 


India; and che dangerous diſeuffons, 


which they apprehend therefrom, _ among 


their | officers in India; and to conſult 
with them upon ſome mode for o 18 


7 4 | 6; 


the apprehended inconveniences, either by 
an application to His Majeſty for the 


granting of equal rank to their officers, 


_ ſerving with His Majeſty's Troops in che 


Eaſt- Indies, or for the withdrawing” mw 
the Regiment intended to be ſent, | 
conſequence of” the alteration which _ 
taken place in public affairs, and fince the | 
Adoption * the teaſure.” REY : 4 


> a+ + 


4 
— 


LY : *- mY 
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On che acc November The Court 
were informed, that the foregoing Reſolu- 
tion had been communicated to Mr. Dundas, 


ho had promiſed” to lay it | before the 
1 * * s . : 
* x * N a 
2 8 Ss 4 ag” x W% 1 8 $ - 
EIGY * — * 4 9 * © 4 * , hw * 3 as 5 >= SE 4. K £ * 
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> 26 
Board, . chat * Arad wel 
would be tranſmitted in writing. 


ü "a the * PE A: A kinks: from 
Mr. Dundas to the Chairman, containing 
the obſervations of the Board of Controul, ort 
the Reſolution of the 21ſt Nov. 1787, was 
laid before The Court of Directors. As it is 
of the utmoſt conſequence to the impartiality 
of diſcuſſion, that a fair Statement be given of 

che Subject to be diſcuſſed, It ſeems . 
to give the letter i in che very words. 


To *s | Dal of the Eaſt Indi Company. 


60 Sir, af Fee he” . | = 

I have communicated to the other Mem- 
6. bers of the Board, the Reſolution of che 
q Court of Directors of the 2 1ſt November, 
4 which I received from you, and the Deputy 
1. Chairman, a few days ago. We are all 
. equally impreſſed with the importance of 
wy the e and feel ourſelves as anxious as 


6 

any of the Directors can be, that every pro- 
per attention ſhould be paid to the ſitua- 
« tion and feelings of the meritorious officers 
in the ſervice of the Eaſt-India Company. 
The paragraphs in the diſpatches to which 
I formerly referred you, are proofs that this 
« ſubje& has not eſcaped our early attention, 
and the late communication of rank in his 
„oven army, offered by His Majeſty, to no 
« leſs than 78 officers, in the ſervice of the 
6. Eaſt-India-Company, is a further proof that 
„ no opportunity is omitted of repreſenting 
e our ſentiments to His Majeſty, in the man- 
<< ner we underſtood to be moſt conducive to 
<« the intereſts of your officers. - And from 
the ſame motive it is that we wiſhed, that 
.* before adopting any general ſyſtem, to be 


© furniſhed with a report from the Governors 


e of your ſettlements abroad, what, in their 
opinion, would mot effectually tend to an- 
a ſwer the object we have in view. We 

wiſhed for ſuch a report, becauſe we have 


1 . bet daten 1 km, that the feel 
5D y 


bor * 


60 
6 
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* 
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cordially and impartially on this ſubject ; 
and from their ſituations have the beſt op- 


portunities of being informed what arrange- 
ments, under all the preſent cireumſtances 
of the government of India, would ' moſt 
completely accord with the ſentiments of 


your officer* ſerving there, But altho* 
this mode of conducting the buſineſs is moſt 
conſonant to our opinions, we are far 


from wiſhing to avoid a diſeuſſion of it 
with the Court of Directors, but in doing 


fo you muſt be aware that the ſubject 


leads to much more detail than probably | 


you have yet given to it. We have given 
directions for the purpoſe of being au- 


thentically informed what are the number 
of officers now in your ſervice, with the 
dates of their Commiſſions. Being fur- 


 niſhed with this information, we ſhall then 
be ready to enter into further detail, from 


E * which 


12 


* * * — * 2 — 


on © © « officer” ſo in the India Houſe Copy. D If officers 
in general are meant, or the Governor General ? | 


— _ 5 
Which we ſhall be enabled to judge of 
„ the full extent of your propoſition, and 

« the conſequences to which it neceſſarily 
„ leads. E 

In alluding to your propoſition, we de- 
« fire to be diſtinctly underſtood not to refer 
* to the concluding part of your reſolution. 
| The idea of diminiſhing any part of the 

_ $£* Britiſh forces now in India, or in contem- 
| 5+ plation to be ſent there, is ſo adverſe to 
6 eating to be for the welfare 
4 6% and ſecurity of His Majeſty's dominions in | 
1 India, we cannot allow ſuch an idea to 
c enter into any further diſcuflign to take | 
66 place between 1 


* Þ 


66 I hare the honour to be, Sir, 
« Your moſt obedient humble Seryant, 


50 Henzr Des- 5 


I cans 


© 9 3 

I cannot avoid making ſome remarks on 
this letter; Mr. Dundas dwells on His Ma- 
jeſty's offering the communication of rank in 
His own Army, to 78 Officers in the Service 
of the Eaſt - India- Company, as a proof that no 
e opportunity is omitted of repreſentin g our [i. e. 
the Board of Controul] ſentiments to His 
« Majeſty, in the manner we under tod to 
„ be moſt conducive to che e of JOE 


66 officers.” 


| - The e Officer in The Company's Service 
exceed 1800, who would be ſuperſeded by 
36 of His Majeſty's Officers in the four Regi- 


2 ments pgs | 


: But even the 8 , ſelected from The Com- 
pany's for the King's Service, were to be 
ſuperſeded; for, admitting that it was the Senior | 
Officers of each Rank in the Company's Ser- 
vice that would be converted, however im- 
probable the ſuppoſition, Theſe Officers of the 
; , were to be admitted according to 

” their 


Fa) 
their then rank - and it is notorious that the 
King's quota of 86 Officers, in theſe four 
Regiments, were advanced a ſep, They who 
were made Enfigns, having before no Commiſſi - 
ons; Lieutenants from Enſgn: and Captains from 
Licutenants : So that in fact, in the very for- 
mation of the Corps, the 78 Officers to be 
nominated by the Company, were to receive 
- an eventual degradation. At the fame time 
this eventual Degradation, is a proof of the 
manner, The Board of Controul under/iood to 
= be moſt conducive to the intereſts of The Com- 

pany' 8 Officers. 


But were eee as there was no 
degradation, actual or eventual, to theſe 78 
Officers themſelves; how does their promotion, 
conduce to the intereſt of 1800 Officers, 


| ſuperſeded by 86 of His Majeſty's Officers, 
and alſo by theſe 78 Company's Officers con · 
verted into Kings; for when ever one of theſe 
78 ſucceeds to a ſuperiour Rank, in his own 


ane he af once * all che Com- 
| pany's 


( 3: ) 
pariy's Officers of that ſuperiour Rank, 
to Which he had been e | 


What Mr. Dundas ena as, con- | 
cerning the expected opinion from India on 
the Subject, is undoubtedly a ſtrong reaſon 
for not taking any meaſure in adjuſting the 
point of rank, till that advice is received: 
But it operates, on the other hand, as a ſtrong 
objection againſt ſending new Regiments to 
India; to encreaſe that diſſatisfaction, in The 
Company's Officers, which is admitted to 
be, on the general well-grounded, tho' a queſ- 
tion might ariſe, what was the ous mode of 
e 3 


en ah December, 1787, The Court 
of Directors taking Mr. Dundas's letter of 
29th November into confideration, came to a 
Reſolution, profeſſing their ſatisfaction at the 
former part of it, and declaring their readi- 
neſs to give all attention to any commu- 

nication from the Board on the Subject. | 


os 

«< But that the Court have beheld, with 
& the deepeſt concern, the determined 
% manner in which the Right Honorable 
| ©. the Commiſſioners have thought proper 
4 to wave all further diſcuſſion upon the 
4 fubject of withdrawing entirely the four 

2 8 Regiments intended to be raiſed for the 
. ſervice of India. 


« Deſirous as ths Court may be” of 
« uniting moſt cordially with the Right 
«6 1 the Commiſſioners, in every 

© meafure which may be thought neceſſary 
1 for the defence of his Majeſty's domi- 

* nions in India, and unwilling, when objects - 

«© of ſuch importance are at ſtake; to in- 
termix with' them the more private con- 
cerns reſpecting the powers of the Right 

HFHonourable the Commiſſioners, and the 
Court of Directors, They cannot be en- 
e tirely ſilent upon the determination of 
the Right Honourable the nen 
ie alluded to. 


I 8 * 
7 5 — £ 6 3 - # 
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* 
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| N | | 3 FR 
In juſtice to their Conſtituents, and in 


diſcharge of the truſt which they have un- 


dertaken, they are bound to repreſent to 
the Right Honourable the Commiſſioners, 


the very heavy, and as they conceive the 


very unneceflary expence which will be 
entailed upon the Company, by adding in 
the manner propoſed, the four new regi- 
ments to the Company” 8 Eſtabliſhment i in 
India. That they muſt call to the recol- 
lection of the Right Honourable the Com- 


miſſioners, that the meaſure was adopted 
under the preſſure and apprehenſion of an 


immediate impending war, which. left 


the Company no option with reſpect 0 
the mode of raiſing men for their ſervice. 
That nothing ſhort of a neceſſity, fo urgent, 


could have juſtified the Court in con- 


ſenting to the loading of their Eſtabliſh- 
ment with 86 additional officers, whilſt 
ſo conſiderable a number of their own 
remain eee, the competency of 
whom, to 


g * * k C 
ay 5 o 
: \ 8 Xx £ N : 
-_- : < * i 
4 * « % 
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. the ſeveral ſtations, in 


be 


Tai + 


60 wt of a war in 8 Court 
„ humbly preſume is 2 * eſtab- 
% liſhed, by the gracious offer which His 


66 Majeſty has been pleaſed to make, of 


Fe. incorporating 7 8 of them into his own 
5 troops. That the neceſſity which firſt 


led the Court to expreſs, the grateful 


* acquieſcence in His Majeſty's wtenton 
+ of ſending the regiments in queſtion. to 
India, having now been happily. remo- 
ved, by the alteration which has taken 
place in public affairs, che Court can 
t have no doubt of being able, by the 
ft aſſiſtance of bis Majeſty's Miniſters, 0 
ff. raiſe men for their ſervice, without i INCUr- 


dt ng. the enormous expence which the 


f four new reguments will. NG: upon 
il them, 


1 25 That as all poſſihle retr 
t both in a civil and mili 


. | "Owe 


2 * 


* 


— 


CRT. 
Chap. ef adh George IIld, it would 
1 become more immediately the duty of 
e the Court, in compliance with the in- 
&« junction fo laid upon them, by the 
% Legiſlature, to ſtep forward upon the 
4% preſent occaſion, even if the anticipated 
c revenues, and the enormous incumbiances, 
4 under which the Company is labouring, 
did not point out the W of the 
ts mt rigid __ exaCt n 


15 . That 67 the reaſons thüs ſilinicted : 
_ to the conſideration of the Right Ho- 
4 nourable the Commiſſioners, the Court 
& are induced to hope, that they may be 
&« pleaſed to alter their determination, Which 
they ſeert: 10 haue taken; and concur. 
4 with this Court, in a repreſentation- to 
4 his Majeſty, which may be the means 
« of procuring ſuch an encfeaſe of Euro- 
cc pean firength as =—_ be judged abſo- 
« lutely expedient, - in mode leſs deſtruc- 


40 tive to the welfare of the Company, an and a 
1 « which 


0 5 


6e which will remove from the minds, of | 
5 above 1800 gallant officers, the diſguſt 
« and indignation, which they muſt natu- 


„ rally feel, from a moſt cruel and un- 


e Þ 4 


4 merited ſuperceſſion, after having ſerved 


* the Company, upon the moſt trying 


© BE occaſions, with zeal, fidelity, and ſuc- 
0 ceſs, and whoſe local knowledge, and 


4 paſt experience, muſt render them much 


« more uſeful. to the Company, and to 
8 the Public, than * other ſet of men 


40 whatever.” 


This Refolution was pal on the balot 


by 14 to 7: 


* 


lowing letter from Mr. Boughton Rouſe, 
the Secretary to the Board of Controul, 
dated the 7th December, on the e | 


Reſolution was read, vizs 


Do 


6 


% 


2 


62 
i To the Court of Directors of the 


United Company of Merchants of En- 


3 


Gand ts to the 7 


__« Gentlemen 


„The R. H. the Commiſſioners for 


it. 


the affairs of India, having had under 
N conſideration the Minute of the Court 
of Directors of the 5th Inſtant, I am 
_ directed by them to acquaint you that 
the generel ſubject to which that Minute 
relates, being eonnected with objects of 


more entenſive concern than thoſe to 
which their commiſſion is conferred, 
they have thought proper to ſubmit it 
to His Majeſty's confidential ſervants for 


their conſideration, | in order that they 


may receive his Majeſty” 8 . re upon 


* 


= 46 But chat 1 SEE it ho EY 
citly to inform the Court of Directors 
of cheir reſolution, not to concur with 


"4 them 


6 5 
n in any ſuch repreſentation to the 
4 King, as that which is mentioned in 
« the concluſion of their Minute, as they 
& entirely diſapprove of the object, to 
&« which ſuch a repreſentation would be 
ce directed, and ſtill more of the terms in 
4 which that 8 js deſcribed in the 
10 Minute. 


5 


«6 Ws the houour to be, &c. 


& 7th December 1787. 
yy motion of The Chairinan adjourn, 


| The Gallowin g Niodon was e uy 
2 Court of 9 held the th De- 
cember 1787. 4. That it is incumbent 
upon this G to make a reſpectful 
_ © application to His Majeſty, humbly to 
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7 
_ * requeſt that he will be graciouſly pleaſed 
"2X0 withdraw the regiments intended for : 
<< ſervice in India on account of the 
* heavy expence to which the finances of 
the Company will be thereby ſubjected, 
** and the diffatisfaction which the meaſure 
ks. muſt unadvoidably excite amongſt the 
46 Company's Officers, now ſerving in the 
„ Eaſt-Indies, the Court king perſuaded 
that in conſequence of the alteration 
„„ which has taken place in public affairs, 
$* they ſhall, with the aſſiſtance of His 
1 Majeſty's Miniſters, have it in their 
* power to raiſe any force that may be 
thought neceflary for the defence of the 
6s Eaſt-Indics, upon terms infinitely les 
+ burthenſome to the Company” 


The Conſideration was poſtponed from 
5 time to time till the 16th January 1788 
when it paſſed in the afficmitive by 1a to 
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1 
9, and a Committee was appointed to draw 


up an humble addrefs to His * * 
| 8 55 | 


8 Ks Interim, on ths 28th bitter, 
1787 The Chairman laid before The Court 
of Directors the following note he had 
received from one of His Majeſty's principal 
t Secretaries of State, Ban Sydney, viz. 


8 His Majeſty 5 8 do not . 
te to adviſe His Majeſty to alter the reſo- 
[> + lution of ſending the. four, regiments to 
India; they obſerve in the papers tranſ- 


. % mitted to them by the Board of Con- 


*troul, that the Directors complain of the 
4 effect which the introdu ction of ſo many 
*« officers of high rank in His Majeſty's 

4 ſervice into India will have on the ſituation 
N of the officers of the Company's Troops; | 

* at the ſame time they cannot but con- 
$6 fider the admiſſion of the Company to 
4 half the commiſſions in the four New 
. „ — 


1 5 . 

6 Regiments to be a n advanm ge 
et to the Company's corps of officers, 
5. But as the Board of Controul has called 
for the dates of the commiſſions of the 
** officers alluded to by the Directors, His 
« Majeſty's ſervants do not think them: 
e & ſelves authorized to give an opinion con- 
855 « cerning the meaſures neceſſary to be taken 
eto prevent any juſt complaint upon the 
< e in queſtion, *till that information © 
is laid before thems? 10 P, 


5 on the 475 85 3 1788 This pe- 

_ tition. reſolved on the 16th January to be 

_ preſented to His Majeſty, was ſubmitted tg 

The Court of Directors, and was by Ballot 

| approved, and application made to Lord 

Sydney to preſent it to His Majeſty, and 
a S ordered . in ſent to Mr. Pitt. 


5 This Reiten v was Atented to by The 
Chairman and alſo by the Deputy and 6 
Re es and Square by an Fer 


* % 
| | In 
e *<þ ) 


| ( 42 ) 

in the preſent conſideration Individuals 
ought to be put entirely out of the queſtion, 
1 have therefore thought it faireſt to bring 
all Objections, made to the Reſolution of 
The Court of NIH I We Titus 
pers, rogether, RH 


Iſt, That Won n October 
| had accepted the offer of the four regiments, 
at a time and under circumſtances that would 

Have made it treacherous to our Country to 

bare reſiſted and r their embarkation. 


90 2d. Becauſe the Board of Cali” and 
His Majeſty's confidential Miniſters have 

unequiyocally given their ſentitnents of the 
. neceſſity of keeping up an encreaſed 1 
Fe Force in India, 


34. The additional Expence does not ; 
ae nearly ſo great as ſtated, | 
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4th. Becauſe there was ſtrong reaſon: wo - 
Re of Controul wilt an receipe _ 
| af the Opinion daily expected from India, 
: * with the Court in their endeayours to 
bean from his Majeſty, ſuch mark of His 
Royal favour tõ the Company's Officers as 
will remove every juft cauſe of complaint 
on the /ibje? of their rank whilſt ſerving 
wth His 8 Officers in , 


ch. Becauſe it was doubted if His Ma- | 
jeſty” s Miniſters would (without having 
recourſe to Parliament) give ſuch power to 
the Company as would enable them to raiſe 
any force that may be thought neceflary 
for the defence of the Eaft-Indies, upon 
infinitely leſs burthenſome to the Com- 
pany, and even with freſh Parhamentary 
F, if any great ſaving could be made 
in the . of n a confiderable force. 


7th. ent Skips . to Coaſt and 
China, chat do not fall by che middle of 
| go: February | 


14) 


February run ſome ili of lyfng their paſſage 
by the uſual track to China, and ſuch as are 


bound to Bombay and China that may remain 


after the 10th February have not much chance 


1788, will tend to promote and encourage 


5 Y Joe theirs. 


That the W of 1 daily hs | 
eurring *y their detention is very confider- 


hl 828 


That all the Ships bound to- China carry 
Treaſure to purchaſe the Cargoes to arrive itt 


England in 1789, and that a diſappointment 


of their returning in proper time will be 
attended with much toſs to che eee 1 


üb That whe Reſolution of oi January, : 


that diſſatisfaction, amongſt the Company's 


s Officers, which that Reſolution ſeems to be . 
| * = 


oy - * 5 
I 8 1 i 
* 
* — f — 

* * * 
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1139 | 
och. When the Regiments were act | ed 


the ſtrongeſt aſſurances were conveyed thro 


the Chairs, that His Majeſty's ANY rag 
in India ſhould be conſtantly kept compl | 


therefore cannot now be expected, = a 


Government will ſo far break it's engagements, 
as to diſband theſe four Regiments, or keeping 
them compleat at home transfer the burthen on 
the Publick to enable the Court of Directors 
to raiſe the privates for four additional Regi- 


ments to be added to the Company's preſent 


eſtabliſhment in order that the other half of 
the Officers, might be furniſhed from _—_ | 
the ſopernumeraries now in India. 


den Wee iy 80 received the 7th 
! December, 1787, the Board of Controul have 
poſitively refuſed their concurrence to any re- 
preſentation to the King, to ſtop the four Re- 
a ROS to Indi. 
8 5 rich. Becauſ e His Majeſty's Servants have 
notified in a paper received the 28th December 


, 


(&6) 

that they did not mean to adviſe His Majeſty to 

Alter the reſolution of ſending the four regiments 

| to India, and they muſt be moſt competent to 

. jadge of the political views of the ſeveral 
Eg of * 8 


ICY Becauſe after ſuch into which 
* reaſonably be concluded to convey His 
Majeſty's Sentiments any further repreſentation 
would appear an unneceffary repetition. # 


Itch. Becauſe It was apprehended the 

Court would appear to be wanting in reſpet 
If, after the aſſurances given, the Court did 
not confide in thoſe aſſurances, that effectual 
meaſures would be taken to remove any juft 


tomplaim upon the ſabject of rank in Indi. 


Laſtly. Becauſe it is to be mn, 
farther applicati n can have any 2 1 ihe 
Petitions already preſented from the Com- 
pany” 8 Officers to procure them equality of rank 
in India with theſe -of * r 0 


repre- 


('W } 


repreſentations which have gone from. this 
Court, to explain the juſineſs of their requeſt, 
and to enforce the neceſſity of doing away the 

inferiority of rank, has nat been | ſufficient | to 
© convince His Majefty's Mymfters and the 
Board of 2 ontrou!, that the good of the Ser- 
vice and Safety of the Publick weal, preſs in 
the fronge/t manner the removal of a difline- 
ion ſo oppreſſrve andi — to the Company - 
Officers. 


This may be conſidered, at leaſt with as 
much propriety, the fi, argument in favour 
of the Court of Director's Reſolution, as oh- 
jection to it; for ſurely the good of the 
Service and Safety of the Publick weal, preſſing 
in the ſtrongeſt manner for the removal of a 
diflinion fo oppreſſive aud injurious to the Com- 
pany's Officers ! Every reſiſtance is not only 
Proper, but poſitively incumbent, and it would 
be a poor apology to alledge that the Mme 
fers and Board of Cantroul, and not the Court 
af Directors, were reſponſible for the encreaſe 


88 Diſcontent, by ging to relieve the 5 | 


| prefion and Injuſtice overwhelmed 8 Pub- 
lick Safety, and It would be an injurious re- 
| „to His Majeſty's Minifters, to ſuppoſe 
they would, 9 turn 5 deaf Fe to juft 


I have been thus diffuſe in ſtating all the 
- ObjeRtions, becauſe there appears to me ſo lit- 
_ tle ſolidity in them, that I was afraid, if 1 
| had only recited ſuch as had any weight or 
ſpecious appearance, that it would have been 
ſuſpected I had unfairly ſtated them. I 
| ſhall now offer ſome animadyerſions upon 


5 * 
21 , 


- tt Then, Secauſe It would have 1 

Abc herbe to our Country, at the eve f 4 | 
dur, to have refuſed the offer of Four Regi- 
ments! muſt, in profound. peace, Four Regie = 
ments be ſent? were it only, even merely, 


n 


(+) 


-- 


kuſpected that ſending them will. "produce 


alarming. diſcontents ; and that too, without 


any conſideration whether an equivalent Force, 


if neceſſary, may not be ſent without riſk, | 


* 


and at a leſs expence. J ˙ apr 


. 
* $35 7 


14 Admitting the Board of Ry 6) | 


and His Majcſty' s Miniſters, without any ex. 
poſition of the grounds for their opinion, ae 
unequivocally for keeping up an encreaſed per- 
manent European Force in India, Does it follow 


that. it is neceſſary to be ene. in this mas. 
ner! n the Wa, 7 7 $444 4. 21 
0 4 Fs , 4 yp 21 


192 IE 
— % 


ol = a the Expence. The pro- 


per Officer at the India-Houſe, the Auditor of 


India Accounts, has ſtated that the difference 
in the annual expence, of the Four Regiments, 
or of an equivalent number of men ſent 


out by the Company, will be * 51,312 in : 


122 5 and . g6,004 i in the Field; and the = 
5 5; difſeretice 


K. 50 
difference, i in the expence of ſending _ 
out is T 10,62 5 more, for theſe Four Regi- 
ments, than for the like number of Recruits 


2 


By | * the Company” 5 Service, 


75 33 


Other Eſtimates are NE by Individual 
Directors; ; One repreſcnts that, inſtead of the 
expence being greater, the expence of the Four 
Regiments is 4%, than an equavalene Force 7 
The — $ n lids 


vt r FITS 
„If the Audiere a e W 
able How came it to eſcape Asch, 0 
given in, or ſince, by pointing out in what 
i is not juſt? There ſeems however to be no 
denen ofthe Officer; but thoſe Individual 
_Eftimaates have. a - 
| Samos 


The Auditor Epen wich 4 5 ground, | 
dat 1 having now, ſo many 


# #4. #3 nk 7 2 
k * wv 


4 


| i _ 
' 4 3 Ef — — 1 
* 2 SL" * x : Ss I 
* 25s: bw E A ; Sq Mu 
I 
1 
* 
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* 
supetnumerary Officers, do not require any 
new Officers to be ſent dut, and therefore that 
the Expence of Officers is unneceary. The 95 
other Eſtimates ſeem to be made, on 4 com- 
pariſon of The Company's Expence of an 
equivalent number of officers, of the fame 
rank, as the Regiments contain : but this is 
totally contrary to the principles and poſition 
of their- Opponents, who do not admit the 
neceſſity of any new Officers; and therefore 
theſe Individual-Eftimates do not at all TROY | 
Pha ae wx in aer „ 
oy ltc 
- 6th. Otjecton, * 4 Sede of che 
Former Objection and therefore would not 
require any animadverſion if it was not for 
an inſinuation, injurious to the Character of 
His Majeſty's Miniſters, as if they would not 
| give the neceſfary powers to the Company, 
for enabling them to raiſe the number of 


1 bl £ 1 WW q 
= » 1 = 


ue eee eee The eee che | 
Peace Ritablikment amounts to 609, 


N 52 
men, thought * for the defence 
of the Eaſt- Indies. As if it was poſſible 


for theſe Miniſters to ſacrifice the Publick 


elbe to reſentment, 4 
Itch. Concerning the Ships whole pages 
| 40 China arc hazarded. 
33 If theſe allegations, were well ſnd, _ 


© Ships for Coaſt and China failing after the mid- 
dle of February run ſome riſk of lofing their paſ. 
2 age by the gſual track, and thoſe for Bombay 


and China failing after the roth of February 
had yot much chance of ſaving theirs—=they 
would be ſomewhat alarming to thoſe who in- 
{iſt on tranſporting the Regiments upon them 
s thoſe times of /afe-paſſage are now paſſed. 
But admit the Regiments axe not to go. to 
India, where. is the neceſſity for thoſe Ships to 
2 to Bombay and Madraſs? they may 
be diſpatched to China direct, or in caſe the 
proper Bombay and Madraſs Ships are unabſe 
to take in all the Iron, cc, laden aboard 
2 . them, one or two going thither will be ſuffi- 
CE a 


5: 2 


8 
cCient to carry thoſe Commodities, which may 
be ſoon removed from one Ship to another t 
and the Treaſure proceed to China by the 
| dire Ships; Thoſe Ships ſent to Bombay or 
Madraſs, who may be too late for the uſual 
paſſage, may proceed to China by ſome other, 
and arriye foon enough, to return that ſeaſon; as 
5 their cargoes would be ready for them to re- 
ceive without delay, and the Major part of 
the Ships going to China direct, affure the | 
_carly arrival of the greater part in England. 
sth. The expectation of receiving daily, the 
1 to che letters of July, 1787, that went 
8 by the Ranger in Avguſt 1787, which Veſſel, 
it is reported, was at the Cape of Good Hope 
in November, and could not therefore poſſibly 
get to Bengal before December, muſt be at- 
tributed to want of attention to circumſtances. 
But can it reaſonably be ſuppoſed that Lord 
_ Cornwallis would, immediately and precipi- 
_ 'tately, give his opinion on the point in queſ- 
non, without time to conſult the temper and 
8 eben 


4 


1 85 

diſpoſition of the Corps ? and therefore it is not 
reaſonable to expect an anſwer, till the arrival 
of the latter Ships of next ſeaſon : the Ravenſ- 


worth, or any Ship daily expected, muſt have . 


left Bengal, before the letters eien to arri- 
ved in India. he PE 
But let us confider the probable conſe- : 
quence, Paragraphs arrive in Bengal, giving 
flattering hopes that ſomething is intended 
favourable to the Company's officers, and 
that it is only delayed, till the opinion of 
Lord Cornwallis and Sir Archibald Campbell 
zs received, in what manner it is to be done. 
_ The Sentiments of theſe Officers are tranſ- 
| mitted to England; in the mean while ar- 
rives Four N ew Regiments, as a permanent 


Eftabliſhment, and, being a permanent | 


22 Superceſſion, therefore the more grievous, by 


1 ence, 3 when 


- Youths without experience or ſervice. It IS 
2 mockery to tell ſuch men, in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, that they muſt wait with pati- 


every 


# 


tax) 
every juft cauſe of complaint will be re- 


moved: We may find men differ in 
opinion, on this Side, and on that Side of 
the Cape, What is juft. cauſe of complaint? 


and They may ſcorn the boaſted. boon of 


78 Officers to the New Regiments as an 


| inſulting degradation. 


But what is the ſubject matter 1 chats 


Paragtaphs not to give the Company's 
N an equality of rank with the 
King's in India —but to make ſome Ker 
8 rangement relative to the reſpective ranks 
f the King's and Company's Officers, 


«6 ſo as that neither party would have 
«- reaſon. to complain of irregular or unu- 


_« ſual promotions' " which does not convey. 


the molt diſtaut idea of giving general 


rank to the Company” $ Officers - and. Mr. 
: Dundas's comment upon it, clearly i imagines 
that the Board of Controul thought, admit-- 


ting 78, out of 1800, Company's Officers 


to enter into The Kang. 5, by giving up The 
"SN e 4 


* 
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3 oe) 
| Company's ſervice, was to be held great 
grace and favour 'to 'The Company's OF: | 
ficers, _ at the ſame moment ſuperceeded 4 
by 86 new Officers of the Ke: OE 1 
Having I conceive fully diſcuſſed every | 
thing. bearing the ſemblance of argument 88 
adlzdlnd reaſon, aduced by the minority of the 
i Court of Directors; It may, in juſtice to 


; the majority of that Court be proper to 
= recite, at leaſt, part of their reply to the 
Diſſents of the minority. But I muſt repeat 


. ſubſtance, of the latter part of their reply, 
f . the recapitulation 5 the former is chiefly 
taken up in the explanation of their conduct, 7 
wich ſeems to be e and | 
f does them honour. | 
: The gth objection, indeed, I have made 
: no- atiimadverſion upon, becauſe- I really 


3 , cannot tell What is the drift of it; The 
| Sovernment no more breaks their engage 
5 ments by diſbanding theſe Four Regiments, 
| than by diſbanding any other Regiments, 


1 5 35 8 
. a Peace "Eſtabliſhment makes the 
- meaſure expedient ; and the greateſt part of 
the men will be wanted to compleat His 
Majeſty's Regiments now in India, The 
only Expence to the Public, is the differ= 
| ence of Half Pay to the rank they were, 
and in that to which they have been pro- 
moted; and of the Enſigns who bore no 

Commiſſion before : - a Sum too trivial to 
be named. | 
If the Regiments, now in India, had Su- 
pernumeraries ſent out, without Officers, 
the Company could not object to pay a 
| proportionate” larger ſtipend than for a 
Regiment of 1000 men, and if Encreaſe of 
the European Force in India be truly the 
Object, it would be effected, in this mode, 
to the Company's content and advantage 
But if Government did not chuſe to ſend 
8 155 men as Supernumeraries, the Com- 

| pany, would be glad to receive any of 
the Privates enliſted for theſe Regiments, 


* ; 
% 


„ 
and the men wauld i in all probability be 
diſpoſed to enter into the Company” 8 
„ 
One circumſtance backls arikes me. 
All parts of the Court of Directors ſeem to 
| concur in the ſuppoſition, that it is the inten- 
tion of the Board of Controul, and his Ma- 
jeſty's confidential Miniſters, to recommend to 
| his Majeſty, that local rank be given to the 
Company's officers. For my own part, I can 
not ſee the moſt diſtant infinuation to that ef- 
fed: it is true they talk of wiſhing to remove 
all 7uft cauſe of complaint, but the expreſſions 
in which their wiſhes are conveyed, brings 
5 recollection, two a in 2 Popular Poem, 


67 Plain words; thank Heaven ! are always underſtood, 
I could approve, I ſaid, not that I would,” 234] 


But they would do well to confider? the 

conſequences of giving an alarm to 1800 
brave officers, at the bead of 60 Batallions 
of Seapoys. For the conſequences would 
de dreadful! if an idea ſhould ariſe (however 


4 59. A 
groundleſs) n an . inten- 
| tion, of: amuſing the Company's officers with 
expectation of a favourable determination to 
their claims: admitted to be juſt ! till the 
expiration of the Company's excluſrot Charter, 
when, theKing's Forces in India being deemed 
adequate to its defence, the Company by the 
clauſe of a new regulating act, may be de- . 
prived of all military authority, and all their 
officers, 2 at once, be caſt on the World help- 
leſs and forlorn! without the Cc ompan Yo 
who having it in their power to relieve their 
- neceſſities, they muſt | remain a Com pa ny of 
Merchants, entituled to carry on the Trade 
to the Eaft-Indies, in common with other 
ſubjects. | | 

By an artful, or 1 ſtatement of the 
queſtion, apprehenfions have been propa- 
gated, that the rejection of the four Regi- 
ments, would leave India deſtitute of the 
Forces neceflary for its defence. But the 


you with the Court of Proprictors is NN 
| not? 


= bo. ) 
not ? whether the neceflary addition of 
European Soldiers ſhall be ſent? but whe- 
ther 86 officers, many of them without ex- 
perience, ſhall go to ſupercede . 1800 of 
the Company s old Officers, at an expence 
of £51,000 per Annum to the Company, ; 
 -more than the ſame Forces, ſent to be com- 
manded by their own Officers, of whom 
6oo are now unemployed, and . patiently 
waiting "ill. the neceſſity of Public Service 
| calls them. forth! at a time when almoſt | 
the whole of the number of Privates in 
theſe new Regiments, are wanting to com- 


plete His Majeſty's old Regiments. now in 


. India, for which the Company are required 


to pay, as if they were compleat, being | 
truly in that deplorable State, ſo well 
Painted by the Board of Controul, having 
Fa borge nominal eftabli oment, deficient i in its 
ts effetive frength, adding to the expence, but 


not tending to increaſe the Security of 


j. 


F the Company's Poſſeſſions,” 5 


I ; P2 
x 7 
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On the 1ſt February 1783, at a Court of 


Directors, a letter from Lord Sydney dated 
31ſt January was read, ſignifying, that his 
Lordſhip had laid before The King, t the 


Memorial and Petition of The Court of Di- 
rectors, which the Chairman and Deputy | 
. Chairman delivered to him on the 24th 


January, and had received His Majeſty's 
commands td acquaint them in anſwer thereto, 
© that his Majeſty does not judge proper to 
* change his reſolution of ſending. four 
Regiments to India; that in the formation 


. ; c of theſe Corps, His Majeſty attended ro 


5 the ſituation and pretenſions of the Com- 


% pany's Officers in that Country ; and that : 


* his Majeſty. has it under his royal conſi- 
6c deratipn to make any farther regulations 


4 which may appear expedient for the 


good of the ſervice.” 
After del iberation on this letter , "Dog on 
the Law opinions on a caſe, prepared by 


| The Company” 5 Solicitor, > relpeſting the F on : 


b was meld by Blox * 1 That the re; 


6 ** ſolution 


06 


te {otution of this Court of the 1 7th Odo 


we ber laſt, accepting the four regiments in- 


* tended for ſervice in India, and binding 


© the Eaſt- India Company to 25 e 
6 thereof; be reſcinded.” 


This reſolution was Uiſſented to > by ſome : 


# the Directors. 
At a Court of N the 3h Febru- 
ary 1788, The Court was informed the Chair- 


man and Deputy Chairman had attended 
che Board of Controul the preceding day, 


and chat the Board had informed them they 
would communicate, on, or before, the 1 2th 


their ſentiments reſ] petting the propriety of | 
- ſending the four regiments to India. 2 TIP 


At a Court of Directors held on the 1 I ich 
che following letter from Lord Sydney Was 
read, VIZ. ; 


Ts the Eaſt India Company. 
95 : Whitehall, roth February, +788, | 
ww Gentlemen, ns 


I have his Majeſty's ct” to ac 


” quaint vou, that three of che regiments 


4 ce deſtined 


. 


To the . 1 3 Chairman 


1 


1 


KC C deſtined for India, are in readineſs for 
« embarkation at Chatham, Dover, Deal, 


4 x and Portſmouth ; and to defire that you 


© will inform me whether any, and what - 


. & ſhips of the Company are ready for their 


1 reception, and at what ports it will be 


4 moſt convenient for theſe 0 to em- 


= aß ä 
“J am, n FLY 


Four moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
| « SYDNEY.” 


A motion was a cc that the Chairman 


« and Deputy Chairman ſhould be | deſired 
| © ro confer and ſettle with his Majeſty's 


1 * Secretary at Wir, the various matters ne- 


4 ceſſary to the embarking the three regiments 
"0 12 in Lord Sydney's Letter, on 


© board the ſhips now lying at Grave, 
This motion was on the Balot ie. 


and it was then Reſolved, by Balot, . That 
"4. ehe Chairman and Deputy Chairman be 
« requeſted to wait upon the Right Honourable | 
Lord Sydney, and to inform his Lordſhip, 


4 ; in the name . of this Court, in anſwer to 
5 * his 


TEN 


4 his letter of the .2oth. Feger inſtant, . 
i that the Court of Directors have reſcinded 
& their reſi olution of the I 7th October laſt, 
« accepting the four regiments intended for 
_ ſervice in India, ſo far as bound che 

2 Eaſt· Company to che payment of the 

ce expence of the ſaid four regiments; but 
< that this Court, ever deſirous of obeying 
e his Majeſty's commands, and of co-operating 
« with his Miniſters, as far as they can, 
« conſiſtent with the duty which they owe 
© to. their Conſtituents and to the Public, 


e are ready to receive and accommodate his 


— Majeſty” J troops on boar the Company's 
_ < ſhips; Provided that it be clearly under- 
« ſtood, that the ſaid four regiments do not 

— go at the requiſition of the Court of 

5 26 Directors, chat the Eaſt- India Company : 
are not bound to pay any part of the 
_ *© expence thereof, and that ſuch forces are. | 

4 not to be conſidered as. part of the per- 


* 


„ manent eſtabliſhment in the Eaſt-Indies,” 


At a Court on the 12th, The Chairman | 


eme the Court chat he had commu- 
. 


„„ 
hicated the Reſolution of laſt Court to Lor d 
Sydney, who had ſignified his intention of 
ſending a letter to the Court on the fb; 
in the courſe of the day. 
At a Court held the 1 Fth F ebruary, 1788, 
; 6 following letter iow Lord Sydney was 


# 


6 0“ — 
3 thought ir necelliry ro! boy Kunal 
= before the Board of Controul; the anſwers 
tc l which you delivered to me this day to 
cc 2 letter of the roth inſtant. 
«« Upon a full conſideration of che matter, 
C the Board came to the Reſolutions which 
May now incloſe to vou, theſe reſolutions 
45 having been ſubmitted to his Majeſty, 
« have met with His Royal approbation, 
„and I am commanded to deſire thar you 


webe, 12th Feb. 1788, 


& will :ommunicate them to the Cour of 
& Dirtor without delay. 
44 1 am, Kc. 

. « SYDNEY.” 


nene Bree Chis I 
RE 


Affairs of India, 


. F Whitehall, 1 February, 4%. 
1 Noord of Gommiſſioners for the 


Priline: 
hs TheR. H. Lord Sydney 
5 IN William Pitt 
4 Henry Dundas 
. 
© Lord Mulgrave . * _= 
Fe, 180 2 lays before the Board the 


following reſolution of the Court of Di- 


«« rectors held yeſterday, and communicated 
ce this day to his Lordſhip, by the Chairman 


*,and Deputy Chairman of, the TOE India 


1 re Viz. 
At a Court of Directors beld on Monday 
« the 11th Feb. 1788, Reſolved, that the Chair- 


„ man, &c. (vide p. 63. J. 14, from bottom.) . 
-_ & the Board havi ing conſidered the above 

«reſolution are of opinion, that with reſpe&t 
4 to the two firſt of the conditions therein : 
Wo contained, by which the Directors claim 
«© a_ right to withdraw the requiſition for 
e the faid troops, and thereby to liberate 
e themſelves from any obligation under the 
« Act of 1781; to pay the ſums directed by 
that Act to be paid by the Company for 
„ the King's troops going to India, at their 
4 requiſition ; they « conceive it is by no means 
INF | 


3 


. 


Cal 3 


1255 neceffary for them to enter into the diſ- 


* cuffion of that queſtion. That it does 


% not appear to the Board that the faid 
£& Act has -made any proviſion for the caſe 


of the Court of Directors being deſirous of 


* withdrawing ſuch requiſition, * or that it is 


e by any means clear that under the ſpirit 


4 of the Act ſuch requiſition could be with- 


cc drawn under the Þr eſent circumſtances, 


without making the Eaſt-India Company 


< liable to the payment of. conſiderable ad- 
© ditional expences. 


« That with reſpe& to the chin point, 


the Board do not conceive that the King's 
troops going to India, either under ſuch a 
© requiſition or otherwiſe, are to be conſidered 
e as forming any part of the Company's 


3 eſtabliſhment in the Eaſt- Indies. They 
*s certainly do not feel themſelves enabled to 


decide, at preſent, what may be the num- 


4c ber of King's troops which it may at 


4 any time hereafter be expedient for his 


« Majeſty to ſtation in the Eaſt Indies, But 


e the Board think it right to add, that they 


Fe do not now foreſee any circumſtances which 
FF N likely to alter their opinion, that the 


K 2 12 0 | « mamber | 


n 


K 


8 10 number now going out are neceſſary to be 


* kept up in apa to Ba force ily 


4 there. 
SY That under this opinion the Board will 


« feel it their duty to exerciſe the ſuper- 


4 intending powers which have been veſted 
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| E in them over the revenues of the Britiſh 
8 poſſeſſions in the Eaſt Indies, in ſuch a 
e manner as may effectually provide chat thoſe 

_ - © revenues ſhall be applied to defray the 


40 expence of the force which they conſider 
eto be neceſſary for the defence of thoſe 


4 poſſeſſions. And they have no doubt that 
e the Court of Directors will not think it 
6 expedient to bring upon their conſtituents, 


* a conſiderable additional charge by com- 
c pelling his Majeſty's ſervants to haye recourſe 


& to any other mode of ſending thoſe troops 
1555 20 than that which has hitherto been uſual, 
« If the government is reduced to ſuch a 
i 60 necefficy, the Board will undoubted ly feel it 
5©-righr, in every principle of Juſtice, to 
« direct, that whatever may be the expence 


« of this mode of conveyance ſhall be der 


5 frayed from the revenues in India. 


The Court of Directors having deliberated 
mption was made to embark 
Fe rf , : BEE a, ow". oy » = the 
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che troops, which paſſed in the n, 
| and the Court adjourned. + 
The Court being met again it was by . 
balot Reſolved, that This Court do ad. 
here to their reſolution of the Iith in- 
**. ſtant, and they will on Friday next diſ- 
patch ſuch ſhips as are ready to proceed 
on their Voyages to Bombay and China, 
_- © left ſuch ſhips, by the lateneſs of the 
* ſeaſon, might be in danger of loſing their 
* paſſage, and this Court do think it en- 
& cumbent upon them to declare that there 
will then remain 17 ſhips in which His 
0 Majeſty's troops may be conveyed to In- 
« dia, if the meaſure ſhould be finally re- 
e ſolved on by competent authority.” 
A lift of Ships to be difpatched was read. 
It was then on ſeveral motions, by balot, 
% Reſolved that the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman be deſired to convey the fol- 
* lowing Reſolutions to the R. H. Lord 
Sydney, in anſwer to his Lordſhip's letter 
of the 2th inſtant, as the Court of Di- 
6 rectors humbly conceive, that the Reſo- 
. tions of the R. H. the Commiſſioners 
te for che affairs of India, are contrary to 
| 40 the Act of the 24th. of His preſent Ma- 
ah, and are io the niht and fin. 


N 8 a — 
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hy leges licked to their Conſtituents ks 

4 that Act, they have reſolved, that a Meet- - 

e ing of their - Conſtituents, be called for | © 
e the , purpoſe of laying before them, the 9 

proceedings relative to the ſending of the 

, four regiments to India, and until the 


* ſentiments of their Conſtituents can be 
e known, they humbly requeſt, that no mea- - 


e ſures | may be taken, by his Majeſty's ; 
© Miniſters, for rranſporting thoſe troops to 
„ Jadia” -- 
The Court: Reſolved "RE a 3 3 
ſhould be called, for. Tueſday the 19th, and 
chat the Proceedings of the Court be printed, 7 
and ſent to each Proprietor forthwith. 
The Court alſo Reſolved, that it 0 re- 
ffened to the Committee of Shipping, to 
tdtake into their immediate conſideration the 
—— * lateſt times the Ships of this Seaſon ought 
to fail from the Downs, agreeable to their 
_prefent deſtinations, with a fair proſpect af 


* 
5 „ 


SB x making their paſſages in proper time, and þ 
J 


5 Court of n che 1 5th. 5 17 
1 1 1788, a letter from Lord Sydney 5 
| yas read encloſing the following Paper viz. 

8 10 Whitehall 14h February 1788. 
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K. H. Lord Sydney -: 
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© "74 + RAE Mulgrave. . 
« Lord Sydney communicated the follow: 
„ ing Minute of the Reſolutions of the Court 
4 of Directors, which was delivered to him 
n net by the An and I ys 
«© Chairman. 15 
Ch e At a Court of Directars Held on Weds 
“ neſday 13th Feb. 1788, Reſolved that this 
«« Court do adhere, &c. (vide p. 69. line 4) 
«© The Board having conſidered the above 
Reſolutions; obſerve with ſatisfaction,” that 
&« the Directors have agreed to. ſummon a2 
Court of Proprietors, and lay before thei, 
JJ the Proceedings relative to the ſending the 
+ four Regiments to India, as they cannot 
entertain a doubt, that the Proprietors will 
© ſee how materially their intereſt is concerned, 
„ in removing the obſtructions which have 
„ been thrown in the way of tranſporting - 
«© on board the Company's ſhips, the regiments 
* which His Majeſty thinks proper to ſend to 
„ India. But to prevent any poſſible” lofs of 
“ time, the Board are of opinion, that mea- 
| ** ſures ſhould be taken eventually to provide 
VV 8 - a ſufficient 
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Regiments as may be ready to : 
e embark ; and they think it proper to re. 
peat wan. to direct the * 


* r 


1 


A he applied. That Lord $45 
#* to communicate a Copy. of this Minute to 4 
© # the Chairman, and Depu 


